
Overall Focus 
The 2014-2015 year was one of building new awareness for the Catholic Community Foundation (CCF). 
After nearly 30 years, setting a refreshed vision for continued success in the 21st century to ensure long- 
term financial health of parishes, schools and ministries was made a strategic priority. The 2014-2015 
Annual Report of the Catholic Community Foundation found at www.archindy.org/CCF highlights  
endowment and philanthropic funds managed by the CCF and shares individual and total CCF fund  
values as of June 30, 2015. 

The assets of the Foundation are subject to market ups and downs. This past year, the Federal Reserve 
continued to hold rates at zero, oil prices collapsed, the future of the Euro was in doubt while the U.S. dollar 
valued increased, China’s growth began to slow down, as well as the displacements of hundreds of  
thousands of people due to ISIS and other conflicts throughout the world. Like other foundation’s, our return 
on investment was down 1.7% or $2.3 million as the fiscal year ended June 30, 2015. But there was still  
much good news to celebrate. The Foundation’s net assets continue to increase year after year, and we 
continue to distribute millions of dollars annually through endowments, scholarships and other funds that are 
fulfilling the wishes of our fund holders. We are fortunate that, each year, we continue to increase the number 
of endowments and more people choose the Catholic Community Foundation to steward their gifts. 
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Highlights by Numbers
Today, 451 funds – 17 more than last year – support 
dozens of ministries in our archdiocese, ranging from 
those created by parishes for ministry work, school  
expansions and cemetery care, to those established by 
Catholic agencies for ministries that feed, clothe, shelter 
and care for those most in need.  

Additional funds established by individuals made a  
significant impact on providing tuition assistance for  
our youth attending Catholic schools, support for our  
seminarians and their formation, financial support for 
young adults wishing to pursue mission work, and many 
other areas of ministry and services that can now be  
supported with permanent funds that extend for  
generations to come. 

The Foundation’s net assets are more than $165 million in FY15.  Nearly $7.8 million was distributed to 
parishes, schools, cemeteries, and Catholic agencies over the past year -- $600,000 more than last year. 
This includes $4. 7 million, or 60%, directly to parishes schools and agencies and $3.1 million indirect-
ly through the Archdiocesan Combined Grant Endowments that awards funds to parishes, schools or 
agencies based on current need, and Archdiocesan Benefit and insurance endowments, which have kept 
premium levels charged to the parishes and employees level with the 2007 amounts. Since 1987, the 
Foundation has proudly distributed more than $98 million from endowments for ministry. 

Highlights of Accomplishments
Steps taken to improve the Foundation over the past fiscal year include:
 • Added a designated person to lead the planned giving efforts
 • Increased the number of educational sessions and personal visits held throughout the archdicese  
• Developed the strategic framework of a Planned Giving Awareness Campaign to build awareness  
  about the CCF, its fund types and legacy planning opportunities and to promote legacy planning and    
  endowment giving on behalf of parishes, schools and ministries of the Archdiocese.

www.archindy.org/CCF

www.archindy.org/ccf
www.archindy.org


Investment Approach
The Foundation provides a Catholic minded infrastructure for ministries to share  
the benefits of investing assets in a conservative manner at a low cost in alignment 
with the teachings of Catholic faith through the use of socially responsible  
investment options. By combining assets for long-term needs, archdiocesan  
ministries help one another by supporting an efficient tool that provides a low cost, 
long-term investment tool to sustain ministry work. The spending policy for the  
Catholic Community Foundation is 5% against a three-year average of the fund 
balance. The investment goal of the Foundation is 5% (distribution) plus 1 percent 
(administrative fee) plus 1.5% (Consumer Price Index), for a total target return  
of 7.5%.

Goals for the Coming Year
The Catholic Community Foundation will continue to take steps to raise its visibility 
in our parishes and communities throughout central and southern Indiana and  
educate on the variety of choices available in legacy planning – options like  
establishing endowments, donor-advised funds, charitable gift annuities, charitable 
trusts, and the use of wills or life insurance to remember a parish, school other  
ministry program. We will also continue to increase our broad outreach efforts 
through education sessions, webinars, Criterion and outdoor advertising, social 
media, personal meetings, digital communications, and video storytelling. More 
targeted outreach to Millennials and Baby Boomers will also be a priority, as well 
as connecting with industry professionals who regularly interface with our target 
demographics for legacy planning.

Through the Catholic Community Foundation, fund holders can be assured that  
ministry money is being invested wisely and will benefit our Catholic community  
and ministries for generations to come. Together – we can accomplish so much.

www.archindy.org/CCF │ 317.236.1482

Creating a Lasting Legacy
As seen in the
IBJ Giving Guide

Click HERE

2015 Annual Report
See the more than 450 funds 

managed by the 
Catholic Communitiy Foundation

2015 CCF Video
Hear the stories

from those who trust the
Catholic Community Foundation

with their legacy planning
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Ellen M. Brunner
Director, Catholic Community Foundation

For questions regarding endowments, donor advised funds, 
foundation questions, or settting philanthropic goals & objectives, 
contact Ellen Brunner at ebrunner@archindy.org.

Joanna S. Feltz
Director of Planned Giving

For questions regarding legacy planning and strategies to meet  
your charitable goals, contact Joanna Feltz at jfeltz@archindy.org.
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